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Feb. 13: Notimex reported that the Colombian media was replete with all manner of sarcastic
comments and jokes on the eve of the summit. In statements to local reporters, Fabio Ochoa said
that one of the most important actors in the global drug trade will be absent from the Feb. 15 "drug
summit," the drug traffickers. He is the father of Jorge Luis and Fabio Ochoa, two Medellin drug
trafficking leaders wanted in the US on drug charges. Ochoa said that convening heads of state only
makes no sense. The perspectives of those who make the trade possible the producers, distributors
and consumers , he said, are essential.
Others pointed out that an oil "summit" without the participation of producers and consumers of
crude would be inconceivable. Some suggested that the mayor of Washington, DC represent cocaine
consumers at the summit. Many editorial writers, including those of the conservative newspaper
El Espectador, say that continued use of moralistic parameters in fighting cocaine is an exercise in
futility. They propose legalization of cocaine consumption, and a government cocaine production
monopoly. Notimex reported that all commentators, regardless of their positions on legalization and
extradition, agreed that the summit served little purpose.
Students at the Universidad Nacional de Bogota organized a demonstration protesting the
Feb. 15 visit of US President George Bush. Anti-riot police were ordered to disperse the crowd.
Witnesses reported that hundreds of students wearing hoods over their heads decided to fight
back by throwing rocks and molotov cocktails. Police reported that six policepersons and an
unspecified number of students were injured. In Cartagena, 4,000 workers participated in a
peaceful demonstration against the national government's economic policies. Witnesses said that
the demonstration was transformed into a protest of Bush's presence in Colombia. For instance,
participants chanted, "...Fuera Bush...Fuera el invasor."
Feb. 14: Unidentified assailants threw small bombs against three buildings which housed Mormon
temples in neighborhoods around Bogota, police said. No one was injured in the attacks but
there was extensive material damage. Mormon Bishop Alberto Cadena said he recently received
telephone calls saying bombs were hidden in his churches; the unidentified callers accused the
church of representing US interests.
Feb. 15: Presidents Virgilio Barco (Colombia), Jaime Paz Zamora (Bolivia), Alan Garcia (Peru), and
George Bush attended an anti-drug summit for six hours on Manzanillo island, a naval base off
Cartagena, Colombia. Several thousand troops were on hand to provide security, helicopters were
overhead, and navy ships cruised nearby. Statements at a joint press conference follow: Barco said
there was a need to provide "viable economic alternatives" to coca growers. NBC reported that
Barco had promised not to extradite drug traffickers to the US if they agreed to turn their cocaine
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laboratories over to his government. Bush had no response to reporters' questions on this matter.
Bush said the US will provide $2.2 billion worth of military aid and assistance to promote coca crop
substitution over a five-year period. In fiscal 1991, the three countries would receive a total of $423
million in military and economic aid. Barco said his government would patrol Colombian territorial
waters. Bush said Colombia was cooperating now in interdiction efforts. He said he would not
disclose details, "because I don't want to" and because it might tip off drug traffickers. Garcia told
the press conference, "the concept of (US-Latin American) cooperation has changed." Smiling and
turning to Bush, Garcia suggested that such cooperation be extended to the region's foreign debt
problems.
A joint document read, "Each country may involve its armed forces in this fight within its own
national territory." In an interview with NBC on Thursday, Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Delaware) said
military aid alone will not be sufficient for thousands of coca growers in Peru's Huallaga Valley.
The senator said Washington should consider debt forgiveness for the Andean nations. In order
to qualify for debt forgiveness, he added, Peru, Bolivia and Colombia would have to demonstrate
reductions in coca production. Biden also suggested that the US and other members of NATO
organize a special fund to purchase coca-producing nations' foreign debt at a discount. Notimex
reported that hundreds of foreign journalists on site in Colombia were disappointed by the absence
of statements or actions by the drug traffickers during the drug summit.
On Thursday in Itagui, located on the outskirts of Medellin, presumed members of the National
Liberation Army (ELN) bombed a metalworking company, and attacks were reported in
Barrancabermeja, an oil port city in Santander department. The rebels left graffiti expressing their
repudiation of President Bush's presence in Colombia. [Local media sources reported the deaths
of four soldiers and three presumed rebels in fighting in the Uraba region. Notimex said that the
summit overshadowed reports of several guerrilla actions marking the anniversaries of the deaths
of rebel priest and ELN founder, Camilo Torres, in 1966, and Ernesto Rojas, activist of the Popular
Liberation Army (EPL), in February 1987.]
Feb. 16: Bolivian Information Minister Manfredo Kempff told AP, "In the short-term, I don't think
the Cartagena summit will have much impact on fighting cocaine trafficking. In a medium-term,
though, we should be able to count on greater collaboration from the United States." Evo Morales,
leader of the Chapare region's coca growers union, said the Cartagena summit did not provide
concrete programs to address growers' needs. Pastor Velazquez, leader of the Bolivian farmers
confederation, said "only general positions were approved" at the summit. He said without more
funds invested in rural areas, eradicating coca will remain "practically paralyzed." Velazquez added
that coffee is often mentioned as a possible alternative crop, but noted even "Colombia is worried
because the price for that product is so low." Bolivian farmers destroyed 3,038 acres of coca plants
in December and January, and tens of thousands of coca growers left the Chapare, the country's
principal coca producing region. This was in response to a sharp drop in coca-leaf prices, result
of the Colombian government's crackdown, and increased interdiction by Bolivian police and US
Drug Enforcement Administration agents. According to AP, about 93,600 acres of Bolivian territory
are dedicated to coca cultivation. Cocaine revenues bring at least $300 million per year to Bolivia,
equivalent to half the country's annual legal export revenues.
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The government says at least $500 million are needed for alternative development programs to
substitute other crops for coca. In Bogota, the TV program 24 Hours said relatives of US citizen
James Donnelly were contacted by ELN rebels, who demanded formation of a committee to
negotiate terms to release Donnelly and David Kent. Donnelly, a 65-year-old mechanical engineer
from Detroit, and Kent, a 40-year-old school teacher from Indianapolis, were separately kidnapped
Feb. 13 in Medellin. The ELN made public Friday night a communique claiming responsibility for
their abductions. The guerrillas said the four-nation summit was part of a plan to impose military
control over Colombian territory. Officials had already blamed the rebels for the kidnappings of
Donnelly, Kent and a priest, Rev. Francisco Amico Ferrari, who was abducted early Feb. 15. Amico,
from Rochester, NY, is the founder of the Basilian Priests' branch in the San Andres zone, one of
Cali's poorest neighborhoods.
Feb. 17: Daily newspaper El Tiempo reported that the ELN said it would free Donnelly and Kent if
unspecified terms were negotiated by a panel comprised of representatives of Antioquia state, the
US Embassy in Bogota, the Colombian Human Rights Committee; the Red Cross; the Colombian
government's attorney general office; and relatives of both men. (Basic data from Notimex, 02/13/90,
02/15/90; AP, 02/15-17/90; AFP, 02/14/90, 02/15/90)

-- End --
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